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Chagyrskaya Cave Middle Paleolithic Assemblage Investigation 
in the 2020 Field Season

The article provides the results of the Chagyrskaya cave  eld research, a key site of the Sibiryachikha variant of the 
Altai Middle Paleolithic in 2020. The cave is located in the North-Western Altai, in the Charysh River valley. During the 
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current  eld season, the investigations were focused on the study of a paleontological assemblage within the frame of a 
zoo-archaeological approach, anthropological research, as well as technical and typological analysis of lithic industry 
of Layer 6a. Stratigraphic pro  les completed the results of the last year’s excavations. The new stratigraphic pro  le 
located in the southern gallery in line 15 showed a new lithological unit consisting of colluvial layers with the deposits 
from Layer 6a and Layer 7. Technical and typological characteristics lithic assemblage from Layer 6a is similar to the 
assemblages from other sub-units of Layer 6. The assemblage is characterized by a signi  cant proportion of tools in 
relation to primary  aking components. The toolset includes various unifacial scrapers, retouched points, truncated-
faceted tools as well as bifacial scrapers and points. According to the zoo-archaeological research results, the studied 
area shows high activity of carnivores. This along with the fact that the Neanderthals and carnivores preyed on different 
animals may suggest that the cave was inhabited by the humans and carnivores during different seasons. The most 
signi  cant  nds of the last  eld season are two teeth represented by the right lower molar M3 and the left lower incisor I2 
in a good preservation.

Keywords: North-West Altai, Middle Paleolithic, Sibiryachikha variant, Chagyrskaya cave, archeozoology, lithic 
industry.
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          (2020 .)

3 6  6  . 6 7
Bos taurus 1 – – – – 1
Lepus tanaiticus – – 3 – – 3
Lepus tolai – 1 1 – – 2
Spermophilus sp. – 1 – – – 1
Castor  ber – – – 1* – 1
M. myospalax – 4 2 – – 6
Canis lupus – 11 3 – – 14
Mustela altaica 1 – – – – 1
Mustela eversmanni – – 2 – – 2
Vulpes vulpes 4 17 4 1 – 26
Vulpes corsak 3 3 – – 2 8
C. crocuta spelaea – 10 8 – – 18
Mammuthus primigenius 1 5 2 – – 8
Coelodonta antiquitatis – 5 2 – – 7
Equus ovodovi 1 13 3 – 1 18
E. ferus – – 2 – – 2
E. ovodovi / ferus – 18 2 – 1 21
Cervus elaphus – – 1 – 1 2
Caprolus pygargus – – 1 – – 1
Rangifer tarandus – – 1 – – 1
Procapra/Saiga 1 – – – – 1
Bison priscus – 22 7 1 2 32
Capra sibirica – 33 17 – 4 54
Ovis ammon – 9 1 – – 10
Capra-Ovis 2 22 8 6 – 38
Aves 1 – – 1 – 2

 4 610 211 26 8 859
  19 784 281 36 19 1 139

*   .

 1.     15. 
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