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Preliminary Results of Interdisciplinary Research 
in the Kurtak Archaeological Region in 2023 (Northern Minusinsk Basin)

After extensive  eldworks in the Kurtak district, it was established that there were no alluvial deposits with the typical set of facies 
(channel,  oodplain, and oxbow) in the coastal sections which has been washed away by the waters of the Krasnoyarsk reservoir 
at an altitude of 50–90 m above the level of the  ooded bed of the Yenisei River. Facies-genetic diagnostics has made it possible to 
identify several  ood events represented by layered sands, silty sands, rubble  elds, and pebbles of cata  uvial origin, associated with 
breaches of glacier-dammed lakes in the upper reaches of the Yenisei River. Archaeological and paleofaunal evidence was con  ned 
to subaerial complex composed of deluvial and aeolian deposits, and paleosols, while deposits of cata  uvial genesis were located 
between the subaerial layers whose dating will make it possible to clarify the chronology of glacial events in the Middle Yenisei 
valley. Locations of the fauna and Paleolithic sites associated with the cata  uvial deposits are still unknown. Dozens of Paleolithic 
objects have been identi  ed in the Kurtak archaeological district, most of which are represented by surface  nds. Analysis of the 
topographic data from the 1970s–1980s and modern satellite images indicates severe coastal erosion which has led to retreat of 
reservoir shore by a distance from 60 to 120 m in this area over the past 30 years. This has resulted in the loss of coastal outcrops 
and Paleolithic sites explored in previous years. During our work, individual artifacts were found on towpath in the area of well-
known sites of Ust-Izhul-1, Kamennyi Log, and Kurtak-1. Anthropological remains (fragment of skull and lower jaw) were found in 
association with the Pleistocene paleofauna at the Berezhekovsky and Kashtankovsky sites.

Keywords: Kurtak archaeological district, Neopleistocene, paleofauna, Quaternary sediments, stratigraphic correlation.

      
      

[   ., 2005].     
     -

  .   
        

   ,   -
  .   – -

 ,     
 –    – .  -

 –   , 
    -  

 ,   –  
     

.  ,       -
       

      
       -

    . 
      

       
      

[   ., 2014;   ., 2021].

  
  

      
    ,   -
 ,    

 (     -
      2020 . 



120

500 ),   50–90    
  .  -

   -
     ( -
, , ) ( . 2). , 
    -

 -  -
,    -

 ,   
 ,  

 ,  -
 ,   -

   .  -
     
    -

    
  ,   

     -
 - , -

    
  .

. 2.    -
  (   1–3, 5).

1 – ; 2 – ; 3 – ; 4 – -
 ; 5 –  ; 6 – -

   ; 7 – ; 8 – -
 .

. 1.    .
1–19 –  .



121

    -
 ,    -

 .    
 [   ., 2005],  -

 ,    
 2,   , -

    -
 (    ),   -
      

  (  ).   
     

  .  ,  -
,   ,  

 7,5 ,     10   -
      

   , -
     

.     
    -

     , 
 . .      . 

  ,     
   -
     [ -

  ., 2022]. 
    -

,    -
 ,    

  .  
   100  -

    42–25 . . . [ -
  ., 2005],      

    3.    -
     -
,    . 

    -
  ,   -

    ,   
 ,   

   5–6 .   ,  
      -

,    , -
 ,    

  :  
 ,   -

  .   
  -  130 ± 10 . . . [  

].  ,   -
 « »  -  

,    
  5    , -

   3.   -
     
    , -

     -
,   .    

      -

 -  -
     .  -

     ,  
   -

     (  
    6).   -

   -
   ,  

,  , -
   .

  
  

   , -
    in situ  

 ,  -
 , ,   -

 ,    -
   . 

    -
   , -

       -
 .     

    
 Rangifer tarandus,   Lepus ex gr. 

tanaiticus-timidus,     -
 .    -

 ,    3,   -
    , 

  ,    
 Equus ferus   Bison priscus.  

      
   -

   ,   
   3    14  , 

     
 [  ]. -  

    -
 .     

    Equus ex 
gr. mosbachensis-germanicus    

     5 [ -
  ., 1990].     

    - -1 [ -
  ., 1996]: -   E. 

ex gr. mosbachensis-germanicus, , , -
 , , , .  -

      
      

Mammuthus cf. intermedius. - -
 ,     -

 ( , ),     
  ,     -

      
   , -

    . -



122

    -, 
-     

,    -
     . 

     
  (    -

 Ursus savini rossicus)   -
 ,   

  . 
 ,    

  ,    
.      

 , ,  -
.

 

  
  

     
  ,    
    [ -

, 2000;   ., 2005].  -
  1970–1980-  .   -

      
,    30    -

       
  60  120 ,     -

    , -
    [  ].

   -
      -

,     
.     -

     , 
 ,   -

     -
  -  , 

   5 .    
     -
 ,   -
,  , , -
  ,    [   ., 

2005, 2007].     
     -

-1,     -
,  ,   

    , 
  , -

      [ -
  ., 1996].

    -
      3 (  

),     
,     -

,    ( -4),  
  ( -1, -1 ) -

 [ , 2000]. 

       
      -

 - -1,  , -1. 
 ,     

     
(      ), -

     . 

   2023 .   -
  , -

     . ,  -
 ,      

. -   
      -

 ,   , 
,   , -

   -    -
  [   ., 2014;   ., 

2021].  ,    -
    -

  ,   -
 ,     

    , -
     -

     . -
    ,  

   , . 

      
  22-17-00140 «   -

   ».

 

 . .,  . .,  . ., -
 . .,  . .,  . .,  . . -

     //  
 . – 1996. – . 1. – . 47–61.

 . .,  . .,  . ., 
 . .,  . .    
  -   //  

 . – 2014. – . 55,  10. – . 1495–1508.
 . .,  . .,  . .,  . ., 

 . .,  . .   
.      -

 . – :    ;  « -
», 1990. – 113 . 

 . .,  . .,  . .,  . 
     -

 . – :  . . 
. -  . . . , 2007. – 136 .

 . .,  . .,  .  
    -



123

  ( -  ). – -
:  . . . -  . . . , 

2005. – 112 .
 . .,  . .,  . ., -

 . .,  . .     -
    

      //  
 . – 2021. – . 62,  10. – . 137–139.

 . .   -  
 // .  . – .: -   , 

2000. – . 2. – 230 .
 . .,  . .,  . ., -

 . .,  . .,  . .,  . . 
      -

  :   // 
 , ,   

  . – : -   
 , 2022. – . 28. – . 359–364.

References

Akimova E.V., Drozdov N.I., Lauhin S.A., Ovodov N.D., 
Tomilova E.A., Stasjuk I.V., Cheha V.P. Arheologicheskie 
issledovanija v Izhul’skom zalive. Drevnosti Prienisejskoj 
Sibiri. Krasnoyarsk, 1996. N 1. P. 47–61. (In Russ.).

Arzhannikova A.V., Arzhannikov S.G., Akulova V.V., 
Danilova Ju.V., Danilov B.S. O proishozhdenii peschanyh 
otlozhenij v Juzhno-Minusinskoj kotlovine. Geologija i 
geo  zika, 2014. Vol. 55, N 10. P. 1495–1508. (In Russ.).

D ro z d o v  N . I . ,  C h e h a  V. P. ,  A r t e m ’ e v  E . V. , 
Hazarts P. Arheologija i chetvertichnye otlozhenija 
Kurtakskogo geoarheologicheskogo rajona. Krasnoyarsk: 
RIO Krasnoyarskogo gosudarstvennogo pedagogicheskogo 
universiteta im. V.P. Astaf’ev, 2007. 136 p. (In Russ.).

Drozdov N.I., Cheha V.P., Hazarts P. Geomorfologija i 
chetvertichnye otlozhenija Kurtakskogo geoarheologicheskogo 

rajona (Severo-Minusinskaja vpadina). Krasnojarsk: RIO 
Krasnoyarskogo gosudarstvennogo pedagogicheskogo 
universiteta im. V.P. Astaf’eva, 2005. 112 p. (In Russ.).

Drozdov N.I., Lauhin S.A., Cheha V.P., Kol’cova V.G., 
Bokarev A.A., Vikulov A.A. Kurtakskij arheologicheskij rajon. 
Geologija i arheologija Trifonovskogo i Kurtakskogo uchastkov. 
Krasnoyarsk: Institut istorii,  lologii i  loso  i SO AN SSSR. PO 
“Sibir’”, 1990. 113 p. (In Russ.).

Foronova I.V. Quaternary mammals of the south-east of 
Western Siberia (Kuznetsk basin). Novosibirsk: GEO, 2001. 
244 p. (In Russ.).

Harevich V.M., Bocharova E.N., Zol’nikov I.D., 
Levickaja P.S., Harevich A.V., Pavlenok G.D., Anojkin A.A. 
New Final Upper Paleolithic Site on the Krasnoyarsk Reservoir: 
Sidorikha Site. In Problems of Archaeology, Ethnography, 
Anthropology of Siberia and Neighboring Territories. 
Novosibirsk: IAET SB RAS Publ., 2022. Vol. 28. P. 359–364. 
(In Russ.).

Lisicyn N.F. Pozdnij paleolit Chulymo-Enisejskogo 
mezhdurech’ja. Trudy IIMK RAN. St. Petersburg: Institut istorii 
material’noi kul’tury, 2000. Vol. 2. 230 p. (In Russ.).

Zolnikov I.D., Novikov I.S., Deev E.V., Shpanskij A.V., 
Miharevich M.V. O facialnom sostave i stratigra  cheskom 
polozhenii chetvertichnoj verhneenisejskoj tolshhi v Tuvinskoj 
i Minusinskoj vpadinah. Geologija i geo  zika, 2021. Vol. 62, 
N 10. P. 137–139. (In Russ.).

 . . https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1178-5707 
 . . https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2675-7736 
 . . https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2383-2259
 . . https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2129-7072

 . . ttps://orcid.org/0000-0001-9741-1719
 . . https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3000-7062
 . . https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7074-0106 
 . . https://orcid.org/0009-0005-0723-8104


