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Kyzyl-Koshun – a New Archaeological Site in Southern Kyrgyzstan

The emergence of domestication in the Fergana Valley is one of the most discussed problems in the Central Asian archaeology. A 
new archeological site of Kyzyl-Koshun was discovered in 2022 during the exploration works of the joint Russian-Kyrhyz expedition 
in Southern Kyrgyzstan. This article presents preliminary results of research at the site located 15 km from the Neolithic sites of 
Obishir-5 and Surunugur. In the  eld season of 2018, geophysical surveys were done at the site for establishing the thickness of 
deposits and prospects for archaeological study. These works made it possible to establish that the estimated thickness of loose 
sediments could reach 2 m. A number of local anomalies of reduced electrical resistance were detected, which indicated good 
prospects of archaeological context. After completion of geophysical research at the site in 2023, a 1 sq. m test pit was made where 
 ve lithological layers were identi  ed. Three of them showed archaeological context. A small archaeological collection was obtained 
from the test pit, including lithic objects, pottery fragments, and paleofaunal evidence. The discovered collection of lithic artifacts 
included blades and end-scrapers which  nd similarities with evidence from the Obishir-5 and Surungur sites. The Kyzyl-Koshun 
pottery complex belongs to the Chust culture of the Bronze Age, which widely occurred in the Fergana Valley.

Keywords: Central Asia, Fergana Valley, lithic industry, geophysics, electrical resistivity tomography.

      
     -

     -
  .    

    1 × 1    -
 . 

 

.    -
 ( )  -

   « -48». 
   -

  ( - ) 
      

 0,25 ,   -
  3 .    

    11,75 .   
       

 ( . 1, 2).    -
 ,    .  
     -

  Res2Dinv (  M.H. Loke).  -
     -

    .
  .  -

 ,   2023 ,  -
   -   

[ , , , 2011; Monigal, 2002]. 
 ,    -

      
  , , ,  

 20    . 

:   -
   1    (  

1000 · )   ,   
   ,  -

       
    .  -



486

      
  (1–3 · ).    

,      -
    [   ., 2017]. 
     

   ,    
 [   ., 2023].    

,     
    0,3    

  1,7–2,0    .
    2   -

     1,0–1,8 .  -
  3,5–4,5  6,25–7,25    0,6–

0,7      , 

    -
.   ,  

     -
 –      

2 ,  ,     
 , -

,    . 
    -

 -     -
  .   

 2023 .     1 × 1  
  – 1     .  

    , -
   .

. 1.      . 
1 –       ; 2 –       

- .



487

 1    ,   -
  2   -   ( . 2, 

)  20     ( . 2, ).   
     -

 .  -     
 2     2.1.  -

   1   3,  
  .

 2     , -
    5    -

  1  40 ,    . -
   2.1, ,  

,   ,    
 .

 3,    2,     
,     -

 ,     5 . -
   . 20 .  -  
     3   2.1, 

    ( . 2, 2 ).
 4     -

   ,  
 .     

. 30 ,    . 
 5    -

 ,       
,     10 .

     
     -

,     -
 ( . ).

   1  
   ,  37 . 

 .    
     ( . 3, 1), -

      
 , ,   .  

. 2.     1 ( )  2 ( ). 
1 –   ; 2 –  ; 3 –  ; 4 –      .

   -

  
-  1  2  3

 – 11 38
  (  5 ) – 6 –

– 2 32
– 1 1

  ( -
  ) – 2 5

– – 6
 (4/4 ) – – 1

 – – 1
  – – 4

3 4 2
 37 21 47



488

    . 
   -

    .
  2  11 .   

    ,  
    ,   

-5 [   ., 2019; Krivoshapkin et al., 
2020;].     -

  (  5 )    ( . 3, 
9–10),      ( . 3, 
8).     2 -

   ,     
  ,  , , -

     ( . 3, 2). -
     21 

     , 
  7 . – . 

  3  38  , 
  20 .   -  -

 , 18 . –    -
   .    -

    ,  
 6 .   .  

    , 
      

( . 3, 7).    -
      (4 .; . 3, 

5–6).     3  -
      ( . 3, 

3–4)      . 
   46 -

       
    .

  

     -
     -

. 3.    - . 
1–4 –  : 1 –  1, 2 –  2, 3–4 –  3, 5–10 –     - : 5, 6 (  3), 9, 10 

(  2) – ; 7 (  3), 8 (  2) – .



489

      -
  .     

     
  .  -

 ,   -  -
     – -

     2 ,  
,     -

 ,  -
   .

     -
 ,  ,   , 

    -
 .       

   .   -
      -

 . 
    -

     , 
    -5, -

-1, -     ,  -
   9–6,5 . . . [   ., 

2021; Shnaider et al., 2017].  , 
    , -

        
  .   

     
-   -

 .     -
      
  -5 [   ., 2023]. -

      -
     ,  -
,  ,   

   ,   
  -1, -5, .

    ,   22-
28-01958 «      
  :    
     ». 

     
  (  , , ) 

     
.

 

 . .     -
  // .     

. -  . . . – , 2000. – 
. 1. – . 110–113. 

 . .,  .   -
      // O’zbekiston 

tarixi. – 2007. –  2. – . 77–90. 

 . .   ( -  
). – : , 1951. – 48 .

 . .     
    / . . , . . -

 //  . – 2023. – . 24. – 
 1. – . 61–73. – doi 10.21455/gr2023.1-4

 . .  . – : , 
1980. – 147 .

 . .,  . .    
 . – : , 1986. – 304 .
 . .      -

   // .   . 
. . . – , 1959. – . I. – . 1. – 

. 41–47.
 . .,  . .,  . ., -

 . .,  . .,  . ., -
 . .,  . ., -  ., -

 . .    
 -5 ( )   -

 //     -
. – 2017. – . 4 (20). – . 150–157.

 . .      // 
      . – .; ., 1966. – 

. 11–75.
 . .,  . .,  . . -

    «  » 
  // . . . - . .: -

, . – 2011. – . 10. – . 3:   -
. – . 35–46.
 . .,  . .,  .,  ., 

 . .      
-  (  ) // . . . 

- . . . – 2023. –  84. – . 175–183.
 . .   :  -

  - : . . … 
. . . – , 2006. – 20 .

 . .,   .,  . ., -
 .,  .,  .,  ., 

 . .   -
  -5  2018–2019  // -

 , ,    -
 . – : -    

, 2019. – . XXV. – . 184–189.
 . .,  . .,  . ., -

 .,  . .,   ., -
 . .,  . .,  . .,  . ., 

 . .,  . .  –  -
      // Stratum 

plus.    . – 2021. – 
 2. – . 319–337.

Krivoshapkin A., Viola B., Chargynov T., Krajcarz M.T., 
Krajcarz M., Fedorowicz S., Shnaider S.V., Kolobova K. 
Middle Paleolithic variability in Central Asia: lithic assemblage 
of Sel’Ungur cave // Quatern. Intern. – 2020. –  535. – P. 88–
103. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2018.09.051  

Monigal K. The Levantine leptolithic: blade technology 
from the Lower Paleolithic to the dawn of the Upper Paleolithic: 



490

Unpublished PhD dissertation. – Dallas: Southern Methodist 
Univ. Press, 2002.

Shnaider S.V., Krajcarz M.T., Viola T.B., Abdykanova A., 
Kolobova K.A., Fedorchenko A.Y., Alisher kyzy S., 
Krivoshapkin A.I. New investigations of the Epipalaeolithic 
in western Central Asia: Obishir-5 // Antiquity. – 2017. – N 91. 
https://doi.org/10.15184/aqy.2017.213

Taylor W.T.T., Pruvost M., Posth C., Rendu W., 
Krajcarz M.T., Abdykanova A., Brancaleoni G., Spengler R., 
Hermes T., Schiavinato S., Hodgins G., Stahl R., Min J., 
Alisher kyzy S., Fedorowicz S., Orlando L., Douka K., 
Krivoshapkin A., Jeong C., Warinner C., Shnaider S. Evidence 
for early dispersal of domestic sheep into Central Asia // Nature 
Human Behavior. – 2021. – N 5. P. 1169–1179. https://doi.
org/10.1038/s41562-021-01083-y

Xasanovich I. M., Shukirilloyevich K.N. A New 
Archeological Site of the Eneolithic and Early Bronze Ages 
of Fergana // Central Asian J. of Social Sciences and History. – 
2021. –  2 (11). – P. 60–66. 

References

Anarbayev A.A. Srednevekovye goroda Fergany po 
pis’mennym istochnikam. In Istoriya. kul’tura i ekonomika yuga 
Kirgizstana. Materialy Mezhdunarodnoi nauchnoi konferentsii. 
Osh, 2000. Vol. 1. P. 110–113. (In Russ.).

Anarbayev A.A., Maksudov F. Drevnee zemledelie 
Yuzhnoi Fergany i obrazovanie goroda Margilana. In O’zbekiston 
tarixi, 2007. N 2. P. 77–90. (In Russ.).

Bernshtam A.N. Drevnyaya Fergana (nauchno-populyarnyi 
ocherk). Tashkent, 1951. 48 p. (In Russ.).

Chargynov T.T. Paleolit Yuzhnogo Kyrgyzstana: po 
materialam mestonakhozhdeniya Yutash-Saii: cand. sc. (history) 
dissertation abstract. Novosibirsk, 2006. 20 p. (In Russ.).

Ermolaev K.A., Olenchenko K.A. Geoelectric anomalies 
from bon  res and the causes of their occurrence. In Geophysical 
research, 2023, Vol. 24. N 1. P. 61–73. (In Russ.). doi: 10.21455/
gr2023.1-4

Islamov U.I. Obishirskaya kul’tura. Tashkent, 1980. 
147 p. (In Russ.).

Islamov U.I., Timofeev V.I. Kul’tura kamennogo veka 
Tsentral’noi Fergany. Tashkent: Fan, 1986. 304 p. (In Russ.).

Krivoshapkin A., Viola B., Chargynov T., Krajcarz M. 
T., Krajcarz M., Fedorowicz S., Shnaider S.V., Kolobova K. 
Middle Paleolithic variability in Central Asia: lithic assemblage 
of Sel’Ungur cave. In Quatern. Intern., 2020. N 535. P. 88–103. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2018.09.051

Konoplya G.T. Sledy lyudei kamennogo veka na territorii 
Yuzhnoi Kirgizii. In Izvestiya AS Kirgizsskoi SSR. Seriya 
obshchestvennykh nauk. Frunze, 1959. Vol. 1. Iss. 1. P. 41–47. 
(In Russ.).

Monigal K. The Levantine leptolithic: blade technology 
from the Lower Paleolithic to the dawn of the Upper Paleolithic: 
Unpublished PhD dissertation. Dallas: Southern Methodist Univ. 
Press, 2002.

Olenchenko V.V., Shnaider S.V., Osipova P.S., 
Grigorevskaya A.V., Abdikanova A. ., Kolobova K.A., 
Fedorchenko A.Y., Tsibizov L.B., Alisher kyzy S., 
Krivoshapkin A.I. Geoelectric structure of Obishir-5 
archaeological site (Kyrgyzstan) based on electrical resistivity 
tomography data. In Theory and practice of archaeological 
research, 2017. N 4. Vol. 20. P. 150–157. (In Russ.). doi: 
10.14258/tpai(2017)4(20).-11

Okladnikov A.P. Paleolit i mezolit Srednei Azii. In 
Srednyaya Aziya v epokhu kamnya i bronzy. Moscow; Leningrad, 
1966. P. 11–75. (In Russ.).

Pavlenok K.K., Belousova N.E., Rybin E.P. Attributive 
Approach to the Reconstruction of the “Operational Chains” 
of Stone Splitting. In Vestnik of Novosibirsk State Univ. Series: 
History, Philology, 2011. Vol. 10. Iss. 3. Archaeology and 
Ethnography. P. 35–46. (In Russ.).

Selin D.V., Shnaider S.V., Abdykanova A., Taylor W., 
Krivoshapkin A.I. New evidence for the Chust culture in the 
Pamiro-Alay mountains (South Kyrgyzstan). In Tomsk State 
Univ. J. of History, 2023. N 84. P. 175–183. (In Russ.).

Shnaider S.V., Krajcarz M.T., Viola T.B., Abdykanova A., 
Kolobova K.A., Fedorchenko A.Y., Alisher kyzy S., 
Krivoshapkin A.I. New investigations of the Epipalaeolithic 
in western Central Asia: Obishir-5. In Antiquity, 2017. N 91. 
https://doi.org/10.15184/aqy.2017.213

Shnaider S., Alisher kyzy S., Selin D.V., Rendu W., 
Abdykanova A., Brankaleone G., Krajcarzh M.T., 
Krivoshapkin A.I. Results of Field Studies at the Obishir-5 
Site in 2018–2019. In Problems of Archaeology, Ethnography, 
Anthropology of Siberia and Neighboring Territories. 
Novosibirsk: IAET SB RAS Publ., 2019. Vol. 25. P. 286–292. 
(In Russ.). doi: 10.17746/2658-6193.2019.25.286-292 

Shnaider S.V, Zhilich S., Fedorchenko A.Y., Rendu W., 
Parkhomchuk E.V., Alisher Kyzy S., Olenchenko V.V., 
Tsibizov L.V., Serdyuk N.V., Zelenkov N.V., Chargynov T., 
Krivoshapkin A.I. Surungur – New Early Holocene 
Archaeological Site in Fergana Valley. In Archaeology and 
Cultural Anthropology, 2021. N 2. P. 319–337. (In Russ.).

Taylor W.T.T., Pruvost M., Posth C., Rendu W., 
Krajcarz M.T., Abdykanova A., Brancaleoni G., Spengler R., 
Hermes T., Schiavinato S., Hodgins G., Stahl R., Min J., 
Alisher kyzy S., Fedorowicz S., Orlando L., Douka K., 
Krivoshapkin A., Jeong C., Warinner C., Shnaider S. Evidence 
for early dispersal of domestic sheep into Central Asia. In 
Nature Human Behavior, 2021. N 5. P. 1169–1179. https://doi.
org/10.1038/s41562-021-01083-y

Xasanovich I. M., Shukirilloyevich K.N. A New 
Archeological Site of the Eneolithic and Early Bronze Ages 
of Fergana. In Central Asian J. of Social Sciences and History, 
2021. N 2 (11). P. 60–66. 

  . https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3138-0942
 . . https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4386-7064
 . . https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6210-9250

 . . https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2230-4286


