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Continuation of Works at the Katanda-3 Burial Ground

The results of excavations in burial mound 242 at the Katanda-3 burial ground (Ust-Koksa District of the Altai Republic) in 2023 
are discussed. The southeastern part of the stone structure above the ground was unearthed. The central burial, which was seriously 
damaged by ancient robbers and agricultural works in the 1980s, was fully explored. The excavation revealed that the stone and 
wooden structures inside the central burial did not survive. Horse burial in situ with its head facing south was discovered near the 
western wall of the central grave pit. In total, the burial contained the bones of three adult, but not old male horses of medium height. 
The remains of a man approximately 30 years of age were also found in the grave pit. Bronze elements of horse harness, arrowheads 
and gold clothing decorations, which were a part of grave goods, make it possible to determine the time when this burial complex 
was constructed (second half of the 6th –  rst half of the 5th century BC). Paired gold foil plaques of mountain goats which could 
have decorated the clothing of the buried person are of particular interest. Parallels to these items have been found among random 
 nds from the Minusinsk Basin and in the evidence from burial complexes of the Western Rong (Xirong) in Northwestern China 
(Majiayuan, Liuping). The funeral rite and set of preserved objects from burial mound 242 do not have close parallels among the 
synchronous archaeological sites in the Altai Mountains. The population which left this burial complex belonged to a culture unknown 
to us. Continued excavation of the complex will make it possible to clarify its dating and cultural attribution.
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1 2 n lim M lim
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Cranium
       491 – 17 446,5–510 467,7 451–520 487,7
       506 – 17 491–555 514,9 500–581,5 537,9
        196,5 – 19 183–216,5 200,8 189–220 205,7
         166 160,5 22 145–173 156,9 153–180 166,3
         84 – 18 76–87,5 81,2 – –
Mandibula
        gonion caudale 393 420 20 375–420 395,0 392–439,5 412,4
         173,5 162 21 153–178 162,9 – –
Scapula
        327 341 68 306–366 338,1 322–368 342,9
          89,5 94 78 80,4–97,4 89,3 – –
Humerus
        288 286 82 269–309,5 284,4 275–321 294,6
         91 91 79 83,3–98 90,7 – –
       , min 34,5 35,5 85 30–38 33,9 31–39 35,3
         79,5 82 85 70–86,7 79,3 – –
Radius
        337,5 347,5 88 309,5–352 326,8 312,5–353 333,5
         79,8 83,3 89 73–87 80,5 – –
        39,5 41,2 89 34–43,2 38,1 35–42 38,9
         76 76,4 90 68,2–82 73,9 – –
Metacarpale III+IV
        227,5 237 83 210,4–235 222,0 205–236 224,5
         51 52,6 83 44–54 50,2 – –
        31,8 34,6 83 30,3–36,5 33,3 30–36 33,1
         48,5 49,5 83 45,3–52,4 48,9 – –
Femur
        395,5 401 68 345,5–411 380,6 370–422 396,1
         109 115 75 100,7–123 112,9 – –
        39,6 42,5 70 34,5–44,8 39,7 36–50 41,1
         90 93 77 83,5–98,3 91,0 – –
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Tibia
        353 366,3 90 319–370 344,2 336–381 355,7
         92,8 100,2 84 85–102,5 94,6 – –
        42 44 91 36,2–43,2 40,0 35–44 40,8
         75,5 73,2 90 65,3–79 72,4 – –
Metatarsale III+IV
        267,8 279 81 246,5–277,4 263,6 250–285 268,2
         50,4 52,2 80 45–54,2 49,8 – –
        30 32,8 80 27,2–33,5 30,6 28–33 30,6
         49,3 49,7 81 43,7–52,3 48,4 – –
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