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Squirrel and Its Image in the Traditional Khakas Culture 
(Late 19th – Mid 20th Century)

Squirrels are one of the most common and numerous animals of Eurasia. This small, but very agile and nimble forest animal 
played an important role in the traditional lifestyle as well as ritual and ideological system of the Khakas people. Utilitarian, 
spiritual and symbolic importance of squirrel image for the Khakas culture and worldview has not yet been discussed in ethnographic 
literature. This article analyzes the role and place of the squirrel in the traditional culture of the Khakas people in the late 19th – mid 
20th centuries. This period was chosen because of the state of sources on the topic. Main sources are ethnographic, linguistic, and 
folklore evidence including  eld ethnographic materials collected by the author, and excerpts from heroic tales (alyptyg nymakhtar) 
in author’s translation into Russian. This study follows the methodological principle of historicism and applies historical and 
ethnographic methods of relict and semantic analysis. It has been established that squirrel and its image played an important role in 
the economy, and mythological and ritualistic complex of the Khakas people. Utilitarian importance of squirrels primarily resulted 
from their valuable fur and suitability of meat for human consumption thereby making this animal an important object of hunting. 
Squirrel furs were one of the key commodities with high consumer demand, and were widely used in ethnic Khakas clothing. It has 
been shown that some zoological features and intrinsic connection of squirrels with trees were the reason for considering this animal 
a mediator for communicating with the space of the other world.
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1022

     -
   .  

      -
,    .   -

    , , 
  .  -  -

     -
  .  -

    , :  
   , ,  

   ,  , 
  . .       

,     -
   ,      

 ,   ( . ).  -
,      -

        -
 .

      
  

  -  -
      -

    .    -
     

  .   ,   -
  - ,    -
  ,    

.  , -     -
    

   «  ». -
    ,   -

     ,  
   ,     . -

  ,       -
 –  /  i i   -
   [ , 1999, . 141].  
     

  ,     
.   ,    -

        
      

    .
    ,  -

,     ,   -
  .   XIX .  

. . ,    , -
   ,      -

   .    , -
 ,  «    

 –   .    ,  
   .      -

    ,   50.000. 
    ;    
        -
 » [ , 1856, . 43].   -

,         4  5 
 ,   – 7–8   [  

, . 29].       
      XIX .  -

 . .   -
   . ,   

 ,    
 , ,  -

.       
      .  

         
.   : «  

     ,   
     ,    -

  . ,  
,  ,   ,   

  <…>     
 100  300  .    –  -

  ,      .  
   10  20   » [ , 

1895, . 28].  ,   -
        -

    ,     .  
    -

    ,    -
 .    , . .  -

: «  ,    
, . ,    

  ,     ,  -
   .    -
     7   

. ,  8    -
    :    

 15 !» [ , 1847 , . 422].  -
       -
        

  ,   –  
  [ , 1899, . 251; , -

, 1898, . 91]. 
  ,    , 

      (  
    –   ), ,  , 

     
 .     

       -
 .     

       
.   ,  , -

 ,    
,   .   

,     4–5 ,  
 1    8–10  [ -
, 1956, . 6].

 ,     -
     . 
      ,  
  . .     -



1023

        
 –      . 

       
 ,  -

    : «  
 , ,    . 

     , 
     ,   -
 ,      -

   .    , – 
   » [ , 1895, . 28]; 

«  ,    -    -
      

   .     -
   ,    -
 , ,   ,  
  .    ,   
        

   » [ , 1847 , 
. 419–420].

     
   «  » – ‘  

’ [ , 2011, . 39].  - -
     -

       
       -
-  /  –  /  i.  

    -
       

    .   
        

 .    -
     -

  –      
 .   –   , -

      . 
,      

-   ,       
    ,  -

   « ».    : 
«     ,   -

  .    ,    -
.    .     

    .  , 
       . 

      ,   
 ,    .   -

   » ( , 1998; -
 . ., 1944 . ., .  ).

 ,    -
 ,   -

   ,     -
    .  

    .  -
    .     

,    – ,  
 ,   

      
.       

     -
 . ,   i,  -
    ,   

      
 « » –   .  
,      -

     -
      -
   .    ,  

     -
 . , ,   

     . 
     ,  

    
, , «  » – ‘  -

’, «  » – ‘  ’ [ , 2006, 
. 156],  [ , 2011, . 39]  .

     ( ) -
   : 1)  , 

      ( ).    
  ,     -
,    ; 2)  

   –   -
,      . 

   XIX .  
   : «   

  ;       
  .     

    .   
   ,     
  .   ,  -

  ;      
;      -

  » [ , 1895, . 28]; «  
    ,  ;  

   ,      , -
 ,   ,     

    ,   
   ,   -

 .      -
 .     

 » [ , 1856, . 28].
      -

   .  ,    
   , 

       . 
 ,  ,     -

   [ , 1847 , . 279; , 
1958, . 71].      -

   .    -
   .  : 

«      -
  : , ,   -

;       -
,  .    



1024

  ,     ; 
       

      ;   -
  ,    , -

     ,  
 ,    ;    
,  » [ , 1884, . 621].

     -
     

   .   -
       -

  .    
   , -

   ,    
 [ , 2022, . 114].  -

   ,   
     .  

: «      . 
   .     

 .   .     -
.    ,   -

      .   
  ,     -

.     ,   
 » ( –2000,  . ., 1940 . ., 

.  ).
  ,      -

  .    -
       [ , 

, 1898, . 192].     
,     . 

 ,      
 « »    

  . , ,  -
 «  » – ‘  ’. , 

      
 ,     

 .
     

      -
.      

   .   -
 ,     . [ , 1853, 

. 19; , , 1898, . 157; , 1899, 

. 15].       -
, ,   .  ,  
   .   (   
)      

  [ , 1958, . 75].  -
    . .  

   : «    -
   ,   -

 :    .  -
     ,   

   , ,    
,        -

  2  3 .       

,     ,  1000  
<…> , .,    -

   , ,   -
,  .  - -

       
      (20–30 ) 

  » [ , 1959, . 38]. 
        

    .  
       

  .

    
 -  

 ,   ,     
,      -

,      ,  -
  .  ,  

      -
      

.   ,   
       -

    .
  ,   -

     -
    . , 

,    ’  – 
  ,    -

  « ».   . . -
 «       

“ ” – » [1994, . 8].   ,   -
 ,     -

   ,    
     [  ]. 

     -
  , . .     -

  .   ,    
    -

  « »    
,   -    
    «  /  
» – ‘  ’,   -

  -   ,    
 .     -

   [ , 2020, 
. 117–120]. ,     -

     -
  – ,    -

  «    » [ , 
2022, . 110].

 ,   
       

 .   -
  .     

     .  



1025

      -
     ,    

.      -
     . -

     ,    
     .   

      -
 : 

«Ti i , i i  ,
Ti i   »

  ’
‘ ,  ,

[ , , 1972, . 271].

      ,  
,         

  ,    -
       ,  

      -
.      -

   ,     . -
      

  . [ , 1907, . 286].
     

   .   
 ,    

     -
. ,       

,     «  -
» – ‘  ’.     -

: «      » – 
‘        ’ 
[ , 2011, . 39].

    .  
      .  

   ,    -
     .  -

  ,     
 .       -

       . 
  ,  -

,  ,  .   
     .  

   ,       
        -

  .  , , 
 ,   - -

     -
   .    , 
 ,     . 

  ,     , -
  ,  -
     .  

,      
 ,     -

    , 
  –  .    -

 ,       -
,  «  » [  ], . . . ‘  

’.
       
 ,  -  – ‘ . /

’ [ - , 2006, . 334, 570]. 
        

  .  ,    -
,      

          . 
     -

     «  ». 
    ,  -

     [ , 
1969, . 42].  , -   -

    , 
   - .  

      -
  .     

 -    ,  
       

.   :

«  :
– , ,  [ -] ?

 :
– , [ -]    . “  –  , – -

, –  ”.      ,   
  .

 :
–   [ -] : “  –  ,  – -

”,   , ,     ”» 
[ , 2016, . 125].

  ,      
  , -     -

      
  .    

 ,     
  -    -

 ( . ).    ,     -
: «  –  » – ‘ -  –  

 ’ [ , 1999, . 80].  -
,       
       . 

 , ,     -
       . 
,     , -

       
        [ , 

1907, . 191].
     

     -
 ,        

,   . -
    , -

 ,  .   
    .  -

   ,  , -



1026

         
  .   -

  :

«   ,   ,
i    .
i    

C apa  ,   ,
 i   ,

i   -  ,
   ,
   ».

‘       ,
   .

[   ]   [  ]  
     [ ] 

, [ ]    ,
  ,   [ ] ,

   ,
   [  ]  [ ],

[ ]     ’
[ - , 2007, . 222–223.  . – .];

«     
 i

   .
 i    

 i i  .
i  ,
  ,  .
-  ,

i , i ip i  
T ipi ic e . 

 i i ,   ,
 ip  ,

»

‘       
  

   . 
      

  .
-   ,

   ,  [  ],
  ,

-   [  ] .
 , [ ]  ,

  ,   ’
[ , 1963, . 131.  . – .].

 ,   -
    ,    -

        . 
       -

       ,  
          

.      
     -

.     -
    .  

     -

    .
    -  -

     
  .   -

    ,   -
     

  ,    . -
  ,   , 

     , 
      .

       
   FWZG-2022-0001 «  -

        
XVII–XXI .».

 

.  . – : . . 
- , 1963. – 192 . (  . .).

 . .      
 // . . .  . . – 2022. – 

 1 (35). – . 106–114.
 . .      
 . – : -    

, 2006. – 208 .
 . .  –    -

  (  XIX –  XX ). – -
: -    , 2020. – 188 .

 . .     -
,     :   -

 (  XIX –  XX ) // . . 
. - . – 2022. – . 21. –  3 – . 110–121.

 . .     -
. – ; , 1994. – 95 .

 . . -  - -
 . – : , 1999. – 240 .

 . . -  . – : -
, 2011. – 971 .

 . .    . – .: , 
1956. – 58 .

 .      // 
. . – 1884. – . 20. – . 6. – . 618–645.

 . .   ( ), -
   : (    

 ,  . . ). – ., 1907. – 
. 9. – 640 .

 . .  . – , 1853. – 38 .
 . .     

 //  .– .; .: . -  . . 
, 1895.– . 12. – . 1:   . -
 . – . 19–50.

 . .,  . .   -
 . – : . . . - , 1898. – 

298 .



1027

  . – : , 
2016. – 540 .

 ( - ) //  .   
(  .  ) (  . .). – : 

 . . - , 1969. – . 42.
 . .       -

     (XVIII–XIX .). – : 
, 1958. – 120 .

 . .,  . .  -
  . – :  . 

. - , 1972. – 312 .
-  . – : , 

2006. – 1114 .
-   -  .   

. . . – : . . - , 2007. – 
384 .

 . .  . –  [ . .], 
1959. – 126 .

 . .   ,   -
  // . -  . . – 1847 . – . 18. – 

. 255–284.
 . .     -

 // . -  . . – 1847 . – . 19. – . 408–446.
 . .   // . -  

. . – 1856. – . 18. – . 1–58.
 . .    . – : -  

. , 1899. – 366 .

References

Aidolai. Alyptyg namakh. Abakan: Khakas. book Publ., 
1959. 192 p. (In Khakas.).

Badmaev A.A. The image of a squirrel in the traditional 
culture of the Buryats. In Tomsk J. of Linguistics and Anthropol., 
2022. Vol. 1 (35). P. 106–114. (In Russ.).

Burnakov V.A. A Ram in the Traditional Ritual of Khakas, 
Associated with the Human Life Cycle: Wedding and Funeral 
(Late 19th – Mid 20th Century). In Vestnik Novosibirsk State 
Univ. Ser.: History and Philology, 2022. Vol. 21. N 3. P. 110–
121. (In Russ.).

Burnakov V.A. Dukhi Srednego mira v traditsionnom 
mirovozzrenii khakasov. Novosibirsk: IAET SB RAS Publ., 
2006. 197 p. (In Russ.).

Burnakov V.A. Fetishi – tesy v traditsionnom mirovozzrenii 
khakasov (konets 19th – seredina 20th veka). Novosibirsk: IAET 
SB RAS Publ., 2020. 188 p. (In Russ.).

Butanaev V.Y. Khakassko-russkij istoriko-etnogra  cheskij 
slovar’. Abakan: Khakasiya, 1999. 240 p. (In Khakas., Russ.).

Butanaev V.Y. Proiskhozhdenie khakasskikh rodov i 
familii. Abakan: Khakasiya, 1994. 95 p. (In Russ.).

Butanaev V.Y. Russko-hakasskii slovar’. – Astana: 
Poligra  ya, 2011. 971 p. (In Russ., Khakas.).

Gulyaev I.A. Ohota na pushnyh zverej. Moscow: Fizkul’tura 
i sport Publ., 1956. 58 p. (In Russ.).

Karatanov I. Cherty vneshnego byta kachinskikh tatar. 
In Izvestiya Imperatorskogo Russkogo Geograficheskogo 
Obshchestva, 1884. Vol. 20. N 6. P. 618–645. (In Russ.).

Katanov N.F. Narechiya uryankhaitsev (soiotov), 
abakanskikh tatar i karagasov: (Obraztsy narodnoi literatury 
tyurkskikh plemen, izdannye V.V. Radlovym). Saint Petersburg: 
Imp. Akademiya nauk, 1907. Vol. 9. 640 p. (In Russ.).

Khakassko-russkii slovar’. Novosibirsk: Nauka, 2006. 
1114 p. (In Russ.).

Khan-Tonis na temno-sivom kone. Bogatyrskoe skazanie 
M.R. Bainova. Novosibirsk: Novosibirsk. Book. Publ., 2007. 
384 p. (In Khakas.).

Kostrov N.A. Kizil’skie tatary. Kazan’, 1853. 38 p. (In Russ.).
Kropotkin A.A. Sayanskii khrebet i Minusinskii okrug. 

Zhivopisnaia Rossiya. Saint Peterburg; Moscow: M.O. Vol’f 
Publ., 1895. Vol. 12. Iss. 1. Eastern outskirts of Russia. Eastern 
Siberia. P. 19–50. (In Russ.).

Kuznetsova A.A., Kulakov P.E. Minusinskie i achinskie 
inorodtsy. Krasnoyarsk: Enis. gub. upr-i  Publ., 1898. 
298 p. (In Russ.).

Neskazochnaya proza khakasov. Novosibirsk: Nauka, 
2016. 540 p. (In Khakas., Russ.).

Pabyrgan (Belka-letjaga). Tas ch rek. Khakas nymakhtary 
(Kamennoe serdtce. Khakasskie skazki). Abakan: KhO 
Krasnoyarsk. Book Publ., 1969. P. 42. (In Khakas.).

Patachakov K.M. Kul’tura i byt khakasov v svete 
istoricheskikh sviazei s russkim narodom (18–19 vv.). Abakan: 
Khakass Book Publ., 1958. 120 p. (In Russ.).

Schukin N.S. Minusinskii okrug. In J. Ministerstva 
vnutrennih del, 1856. Vol. 18. P. 1–58. (In Russ.).

Schukin N.S. Narody turskogo yazyka, obitayushhie v 
Yuzhnoi Sibiri. In J. Ministerstva vnutrennih del, 1847a. Vol. 18. 
P. 255–284. (In Russ.).

Schukin N.S. Zverinye promysly v Vostochnoi Sibiri. 
J. Ministerstva vnutrennih del, 1847b. Vol. 19. P. 408–446. 
(In Russ.).

Shibaeva Y.A. Odezhda khakasov. Stalinobad, 1959. 
126 p. (In Russ.).

Ungvitskaya M.A., Mainagasheva V.E. Khakasskoe 
narodnoe poeticheskoe tvorchestvo. Abakan: KhO Krasnoyarsk. 
Book Publ., 1972. 312 p. (In Russ.).

Yarilov A.A. Kyzyl’cy i ikh khozyaystvo. Jur’ev: 
K. Mattisen Publ., 1899. 366 p. (In Russ.).

 . . https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9636-3081


